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sence to Gen 
Minnesota, 
-ment 


The letter you will find is the same one f 
and Aerospace Systems Departmen in Minneapolis, 
er from 


. = = 
he LiS vt 


many strange sights which you saw in the sky in recent 


zene 


"The General Mills Company, the University of Minnesota, the 
Company, and Raven Industries, all within a few hundred miles of 
have been releasing many gag 
possible that the sights you sa 
does not fit the payloads that we happened to be flying. 
aware of the fact that the U. S. Air Force has been inves 
by citizens of this country on strange objects in the sky. 


"UFO" or Unidentified Flying Objects. Many intelligent 
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We released two on September 6, 


eral Millis’ 
L received 
which read as follows 


read with considerable interest your letter of September 6 in 
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Minneapolis, 


it is entirely 


were these balloons, except that your description 
L wonder whether you are 
tigating for years 


reports 


They call these sights 
and responsible people have 


sworn to seeing these sights. A book has been written about this, in fact it has 
been the nhs tact of a television program and articles in Life magazine. 

"I am taking the liberty of returning your letter which you sent to us and I 
suggest tsrat you send it to the VU. S. Aar Force at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 
Ohio, and get their statements. Good Luck." 

L hesitated quite a while in sending this letter in the hope of gathering 
additional information. On any clear nights now we are able to see sone things 
in the sky which are sinilar to our previous sigatings in every respect except 
one--they no longer move. it has been explained to me that these things could 
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be stars h air currents causing the flashing; and so they could 
about the ones that moved? Up until this year, I have never 


such distinct colors. 
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I would like to add th 
with so many lights that w 


_ I have not since seen anything to rese: 


ent over our house, 


ae Ue 


be, 
seen stars 
Even through 7 x 50 binoculars the colors are very distinct. 


bust what 


flashing 


mble the thing 


IL hope you have some answers to these questionable occurrences and that you 

will send them to me as soon as possible. 
Thank you, 
Chippewa. Falls } Wis. 
Sept 6 

Dear Sirs: 

I am writing to you at the suggestion of our local police department to answer 
a4 question which has several of us extremely curious. t's about some objects 


seen in the sky. 


as 
It all started about four weeks ago. We were watching a thing in the sky 

which appeared to be a star but was flashing red and green. After a Long time 

' it staxted to move from below a near star to the side and then up over the top 
of it. Being very excited I called the nearest TV station and the Chippewa 
Falls Police Department getting no explanation. I tried to contact the Lecrosse 
Wenther Bureau, but got no answer. Finally I got an explanation from the Eau 
Claire Police Department which satisfied me. An officer told me that it was wore 
than likely a weather balloon reflecting a city's florescent lights. I couldu't 
think of any city in that direction large enough to do it, but I left it fo at 
that anyway. 


About three weeks later we saw the same thing in the same direction, ebout | 
NNE. After watching it for a while we started looking around to see if there 
were Others, Then we saw what appeared to be the same type of thing only quite 
&® way farther off in the opposite direction, about SSW. After standing still : 
for about 15 minntes it suddenly started to move very rapidly. We saw it racing | 
in an easterly direction faster than any jet plane I've ever witnessed. It moved 
& long way and was still moving when we left for home to call somewhere to tell 
orf what we had seen. I contacted the airport in EFau Claire. The man there said | 
he could see the one in the north, but was uncertain as to what it was. He sug- 
gested that it might be a weather balloon too. When I told him of the speed of 
the second one he said it may have gotten caught in a jet stream (to me it seemed 
to move too far too fast for that). He then said I should call him back if any- 
thing else developed, as he had to make a weather broadcast. iI went outside only 
to see another one as bright as the first, shining in the west. i called him 
back. He told me if I really felt that it was serious enough I should call the 
Civil Defense Unit in MLBREEPOLES or else the Minneapolis Weather Bureau. My 
mother suggested I let someone else worry about it. About three nights later 
on & soOtewhat cloudy night four or us noticed two such objects moving slowly 
for about two hours after the clouds began breaking up. We didn't do anything 
avout it. 


Tonignt is the clincher. I looked to see if there were any such objects, 
and sure enough, there was one shining bright in the north. I pointed it out to 
- muy mother. Then I saw another in the west. I called the airport. They told 
me to get the number of the nearest civil defense unit from the Eau Claire Police 
Departments. A police officer told me to contact Paul Boley, head of the civil 
defense unit in Eau Claire. Being unable to reach him I again called the Fau 
Claire Police Dept. and described in detail what we had seen. The officer sug- 
gested that I call the local police in Chippewa Falls reauesting that they send 
@ squad car to witness what we were seeing. I didn’t know whether to do it or 
not. Both my mother and I went back out to see if the object in the north was 
moving. Tt “as then that something happened which I don't think you'll believe. 
I hope you don't consider this a crackpot's imagination or some sort of a mirage, 
although I probably would were I you. Non-the-less, this is what happened. 
Something caught my eye going overhead at about a 75° angle to the open porch 
from where we stood. I pointed it out to my mother excitedly. At first glimpse 
I thought it was a plane. It seemed to be closer than 1000 feet fromus. It 
was moving at a moderately fast speed. It was all lit up with yellowish orange 
lignts. It looked like an enormous passenger plane with several windows, with its 


interior lights on, aithough we couldn't m eke out its shape, except that it was 
big and long. Quite unusual was the fact that none of its lights were flashing. 
They all burned a steady yellowish golw. It had light on ime rear which was 
burning a bright orange. I always thought planes had to hav + red Light on one 
wing and @ green one on the other, both flashing. This craft had no such lights. 
We watched it for about 20 to 30 seconds as it traveled out of sight. We listened 


to see if it was a plane. It made no sound! If it had been a plane as 


J 
Piety Wray Henle me rere he Oe ee ee Ae ee et wit — . 


~3- 
. &®S it seemed, surely we would have heard it. 


I went back into the house and phoned for a squadcar. ‘Two officers were 
amazed when I showed them how there were now two objects in the north and one 
in the west, all flashing red and green and moving. hey got another officer 
to look at them. He, apparently more femilier with such problems than the others 
told me again that these objects might be weather balloons and that the one that | 
moved fast may have gotten caught ina jet blast. de said he wasn't sure, but 
that this would be the only explanation he could think of. When I asked him to 
explain the other thing with its many yellow lights and no sound he couldn't. 

He pointed out that usually passenger planes don't turn on their interior lights 
efter they're off the ground. He said the only way to get any sort of concrete 
answer would be to write to you. He said I should ask you if any weather balloons 
have been released. 


I'm not sure about all the dates of the sightings, but as I started writing 
this letter at about 11:45 P. M., September 6th, three were visible. At 12:30 
they were all gone. On September 3rd we spotted two. About 2 or 3 days before 
that we saw three, and about 3 weeks before that we saw one. They have been appear- 
ing in the NNE, SSW, and W from Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin. 


wig the man at the airport said a woman had called in about an hour 
co report & svar flashing red and green lights. I'ma student at the 
+o 


t 
before I : 
3 au Claire. Although I'm not an outstanding scholar 


a 
Wisconsin high el College of 
I have tried to reason out nas € occurrences rationally, especially since the 
thought cr any homosapiens occupying another planet would seem to oppose my 
religious teachings. But frankly, I'm at mug wits end. I hope you can help to 
answer these questions which have aroused my curiosity. 


Another thing I forgot to mention may be merely coincidence, but I'll point 
it out to you anyway. The day following our first sighting the radios carried 
the story that Russia had & man enroute to Venus. The day following the second 

. sighting the radios carried the story of Russia's test in the atmosphere with 
@ large explosion. The day after the third sighting my girlfriend told me the 
radios were announcing that Russia had made a second atmospheric blast. I'm 
wondering what kind of story the radio will carry tomorrow. 


Hanclosed is a self-addressed, stanmed envelope. I hope you will send ine 
your answer as soon as possible. I'm sure there must be some sound explanations 
for these happenings. 


Thank you, 


Chippewa Fells, Wis. 
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TO: Hq USAF (SAPOI-3c - Major Coleman) ‘ / } 


L. MTD has received a letter fron J ; 
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, reporting the sighting of strange lights, 
occurring over at least a four (4) week period. The information re- 
ported is too general in nature precluding a valid conclusion. 


2. From the limited information reported, it is possible that one or 
more of the objects could have been balloons, either large wpper-air 
balloons or smaller weather balloons, Other objects could have been 
aircraft lights, stars which appeared stationary, or which appeared to 
move 2s broken clouds moved with the winds. 


3. Due to the fact that this sighting occurred approximately two 
months ago and did not prompt any other reports to the USAR, PTD does 
nos intend to pursue it Further. 
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Your recent letter to the Ofsice of Aerial Phencuena nas 
Deen referred to this office for reoly. 

Your deseriptions of the objecta you saw are too general mal | 
lack speeliic information, thereby preventing 2 valid conclusion. : 
Wowever, 14 is possible that one or more of the objects could have 
been balloons, either the large research type or the Gialler radio- 
sonde 2nd ozonesonde types. ‘The larger balloons (scne over 300 feet 
in height and 250 feet in diameter) sometimes carry running lights 
sich do not follow the configuration you have seen on aircraft. ! 
Also, ailrezagt lights do not always fiash. ‘the nilot can select 
either steady beam or flash, bright or dim. Airliners make ita 
oeaectice to carry interior cabin lights on at all times trom texeort 


Since your sightings occurred aoproximately two montas ago and 
224 not pramt any other reports to the Air Force it is 20% practicable 
for us to pursue them further. However, I am enclosing several 

; cuestionmmaires for you to conplete following your next Sighting. ih 
soomer you complete them and forward to us, the better chance ve wiil 
have in reaching a conciusicn. 


Your interest in this« matter is appreciated. | 


Sincerely, 


WILLIAM T. COLEMAN, di. 
Major, USAF 
UroO TnPormation Project Ofricer 
Publie Information Division 
OPMce of Information 
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Chipvews Falls, Wisconsin 
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